August 10, 2026

Dear U.S. Representative,

We, the undersigned agricultural organizations and grower operations, strongly support H.R.
9535, the Securing Agriculture’s Workforce Act (SAWA) that was introduced by Representative
G.T. Thompson on June 30, and we urge its swift passage.

Agricultural producers from across the country are facing unprecedented challenges. Over the
last decade, America has lost nearly 200,000 farms and many more are on the brink of ceasing
operations. Chronic labor shortages and unsustainable increases in labor costs continue to be a
driving force in this troubling trend. America’s ability to maintain national security and feed
itself is dependent upon farmers having access to a reliable workforce.

Given the increasing unavailability of domestic workers', the H-2A Temporary Agricultural
Worker Program is the only option for many agricultural producers to secure the workers needed
to produce a crop. With growth of more than 186% over the last decade to nearly 400,000 H-2A
positions approved in fiscal year 2025, it is abundantly clear that domestic employees cannot fill
agriculture’s labor needs. The labor shortages driving this growth are indisputable. In fiscal year
2025, only 182 U.S. workers applied for the more than 400,000 H-2A positions available
nationwide.

Unfortunately, outdated H-2A program statutory requirements serve as insurmountable barriers
to entry for numerous farmers, ranchers, and growers that have no other workforce available.
Incredibly bureaucratic and complex program requirements make the program difficult and
expensive to use and frequently leads to costly delays in worker arrivals. The H-2A program’s
seasonal framework also excludes — or poorly serves — farms with year-round, longer-duration,
or more complex workforce needs. Even for those whose labor needs do meet the seasonal
restrictions, the complexity of the H-2A program structure drives costs so high that farm income
no longer covers input costs, ultimately forcing farmers to change to a less labor-intensive crop
or go out of business.

SAWA would make critical reforms to this program to address these challenges. Specifically, the
bill would:

» Remove the outdated requirement that work must be strictly 'seasonal' in nature, allowing
farm operations that have been left out of the current system to access the H-2A program
so long as the job offered is 350 days or less.

» Retain the requirement that work be 'temporary,' defined as a job contract of 350 days or
less.

* Modernize the definition of 'agricultural labor or services' to address the full diversity of
today's farm sector.

" https://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/farm-economy/farm-labor



* Codify and further stabilize the 2025 Adverse Effect Wage Rate (AEWR) methodology,
providing farmers and workers with certainty and relief from near constant regulatory
changes and litigation.

* Reduce administrative and compliance costs by simplifying program requirements.

SAWA also includes a narrow provision that U.S. agriculture likewise supports - allowing
existing unauthorized agricultural workers with the required work history, or individuals who
have voluntarily self-deported, that have a clean criminal record to be eligible for the H-2A
program if they meet all other application requirements including a background check and in-
person interview. U.S. employers would be able to petition for specific eligible workers,
preventing significant production disruption while ensuring a transition to a temporary
authorized workforce. Workers would be limited to working for petitioning agricultural
employers, and work authorization would be tied to the length of their employment with a
sponsoring employer. These workers would be subject to the same requirements as other H-2A
workers, including being required to depart the U.S. at conclusion of their employment. Indeed,
the bill provides no pathway to legal status for undocumented family members of these workers.

Importantly, the Securing Agriculture’s Workforce Act preserves protections ensuring that U.S.
workers are not adversely affected by the employment of H-2A workers. This includes the
maintenance of existing H-2A program requirements that employers must actively recruit
domestically and hire any qualified worker who applies, and revision of the wage requirements
so that U.S. workers are truly compensated at the same overall level as H-2A workers. It would
also establish a new requirement for employers to maintain a comprehensive heat illness
prevention plan that provides access to water, shade, and rest breaks, along with clear emergency
response protocols, ensuring workers are safe on the job.

The need to implement SAWA is urgent, and the cost of inaction is high. The continued and
irreversible loss of American farms has and will continue to depress the economies of rural
communities across the nation, while straining the United States’ ability to feed itself — a national
security risk exemplified by recent supply chain disruptions. Rural and urban communities
across the country simply cannot afford to have Congress kick the can down the road again. We
ask that you support H.R. 9535, the Securing Agriculture’s Workforce Act, without delay.

Sincerely,

American Farm Bureau Federation
AmericanHort

Florida Fruit & Vegetable Association
International Fresh Produce Association
National Council of Agricultural Employers
National Council of Farmer Cooperatives
National Milk Producers Federation
National Potato Council

Northwest Horticultural Council
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Arkansas Rice Federation
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Coosa Tree & Shrub Farm
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Montana Nursery & Landscape Association
Montana Pork Producers Council

Montana Potato Improvement Association
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National Association of Counties (NACo)
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National Pork Producers Council
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Nevada Farm Bureau Federation
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North Carolina Cattlemen's Association
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North Carolina Nursery & Landscape Association
North Carolina Pork Council

North Carolina Potato Association

North Carolina Sweetpotato Commission
North Carolina Tomato Growers Association
North Dakota Stockmen's Association
Northeast Agribusiness and Feed Alliance
Northeast Dairy Producers Association
Northern Family Farms

Northern Pulse Growers Association
Northland Potato Growers Association
Northwest Agricultural Cooperative Council
Northwest Dairy Association

NYS Nursery and Landscape Association
NYS Vegetable Growers

Oelschig Nursery

Ohio Apple Marketing Program

Ohio Dairy Producers Association

Ohio Pork Council

Ohio Produce Growers and Marketers Association
Oklahoma Farm Bureau

Olden Produce, LLC

Olive Grower Council of California

Olive Oil Commission of California

Olson’s Greenhouse Gardens, Inc
OnePointOne

Orchard View Farms



Oregon Association of Nurseries
Oregon Dairy Farmers Association
Oregon Farm Bureau

Oregon Pork Producers Association
Oregon Women for Agriculture
Overdevest Nurseries, LP

Pack's Nursery

Parkesdale Farms, Inc

Pennsylvania Apple Program
Pennsylvania Cooperative Potato Growers
Pennsylvania Farm Bureau
Pennsylvania Landscape & Nursery Association
Petersburg Co-op Gins

Piedmont Carolina Nursery

Pierson Nurseries Inc
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Plains Cotton Cooperative Association
Plains Cotton Growers, Inc.
Plantpeddler Inc.

Potato Growers of Michigan

Prides Corner Farms
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Red Sun Farms

Reeves Farms LLC

Riverside County Farm Bureau

Rocky Creek Nurseries, Inc.
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San Diego County Farm Bureau
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Seso Labor

Sessions Farm
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Shore Acres Plant Farm Inc.
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Silver Creek & Seamans Orchard Inc
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Silverhill Satsumas
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South Carolina Small Fruit Growers Association
South Dakota Agri-Business Association
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South Dakota Dairy Producers

South Dakota Farm Bureau
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Southern Rolling Plains Cotton Growers Association
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SVF, Inc.

Sweet Grown Alabama
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Tennessee Dairy Producers Association
Tennessee Farm Bureau Federation

Tennessee Farmers Cooperative

Tennessee Nursery & Landscape Association
Tennessee Pork Producers Association
Tennessee Soybean Association

Texas Agribusiness Insurance

Texas Agricultural Cooperative Council

Texas Association of Dairymen

Texas Cattle Feeders Association

Texas Citrus Mutual

Texas Cotton Ginners' Association

Texas Farm Bureau

Texas International Produce Association

Texas Nursery and Landscape Association
Texas Pork Producers Association

Texas Rice Producers Legislative Group

Texas Vegetable Association

The Center for Dairy Excellence -- Pennsylvania
The Chef’s Garden

Thompson Seed Potato, LLC

Tillamook County Creamery Association

Titan Farms

Tobacco Associates, Inc

Tobacco Growers Association of North Carolina
Tom Dodd Nursery



Tom Strain & Sons and Daughter Too

Torrey Partnership

Tri-Hishtil, LLC

U.S. Canola Association

U.S. Custom Harvesters Inc

U.S. Peanut Federation

United Dairy Farmers of Florida

United Dairymen of Arizona

United Egg Producers

Upstate Niagara Cooperative, Inc.
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USA Rice

Utah Farm Bureau Federation

Utah Pork Producers Association

Utah Wool Growers Association

Ventura County Agricultural Association

Vidalia Onion Business Council

Virginia Agribusiness Council

Virginia Agricultural Growers Association, Inc
Virginia Apple Board

Virginia Farm Bureau Federation

Virginia Nursery & Landscape Association
Virginia Pork Council

Virginia State Dairymen's Association
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Walnut Ridge Dairy

Washington Asparagus Commission
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Washington Blueberry Commission

Washington Cattlemen's Association
Washington Red Raspberry Commission Washington
State Dairy Federation

Washington State Potato Commission
Washington State Tree Fruit Association Washington
Winegrowers Association

WD Henry & Sons Inc

Western lowa Dairy Alliance

Western Peanut Growers Association

Western States Dairy Producers Association Western
United Dairies

Will-O-Crest Farms, LLC

Willoway Nurseries, Inc.

Wisconsin Christmas Tree Producers Association
Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation
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Wish Farms

Woodburn Nursery & Azaleas Inc.
Worker and Farmer Labor Association
Worthington Farms, Inc.

Wyoming Ag Business Association
Wyoming Wheat Growers Association
Yakima County Cattlemens Association
Yakima-Klickitat Farm Association
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